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LIFE IN A COMMUNITY OF FAITH
(Acts 4:32–35)
Unity, Generosity, and Stewardship in the Early Church
The book of Acts is not only known for the Day of Pentecost, but also for the radical generosity, unity, and boldness of the early believers. They shared resources, spread the gospel, and lived their faith together.
“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.” (Acts 4:32)
The early church understood that possessions were not for personal ownership but for communal stewardship. They lived with open hands, shared burdens, and embodied the resurrection through their generosity.
John Wesley once said:
“God entrusted you with that money…to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and relieve the wants of mankind. How dare you defraud the Lord by applying it to any other purpose?”
Augustine echoed this:
“Find out how much God has given you; from it take what you need; the remainder is needed by others.”
The Church Fathers reflected the same kingdom economy we see in Acts—where need was met by generosity, and ministry was fueled by mutual sacrifice.
The Giving Habits of the Early Church
- They did not confuse ownership with stewardship.
- What was in their hands was meant to flow through them, not terminate with them.
- Giving was not optional—it was a response to trust in God.
Giving is:
- An Act of Faith – declaring trust in God’s provision.
- An Act of Worship – a response to the God who first gave.
- An Act of Justice – confronting inequality and caring for the family of faith.
- An Act of Unity – saying “what’s mine is available for what God is doing in us.”
- An Act of Release – breaking the grip of fear and materialism.
The early church eliminated worry within their community because they gave as God required. Needs were met—food, clothing, and security—through generosity.
Giving with Conviction, Compassion, and Commitment
Conviction (Proverbs 3:9–10)
To give with conviction is to give from deep belief in God’s promises and provision. It flows from faith, not pressure or guilt.
Compassion (Matthew 9:36)
Compassionate giving is relational. It sees people, not just problems. It mirrors the compassion of Jesus, whose care always led to action.
Commitment (1 Corinthians 16:1–2)
Committed giving is faithful, consistent, and intentional. It reflects spiritual maturity and a covenant relationship with God.

Reflection Questions
1. What might God do in our churches and cities if we gave like the early church?
2. What ministry vision is waiting on our obedience?
3. Do I give with conviction (faith), compassion (love), and commitment (faithfulness)?
4. How does my giving reflect my trust in God’s provision?

Key Scriptures
• Acts 4:32–35
• John 3:16
• Proverbs 3:9–10
• Matthew 9:36
• 1 Corinthians 16:1–2
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