[image: A logo with a cross and a dove

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Bishop Dwayne C. Debnam, Pastor

Bible Study Sheet
January 21, 2026

“Expectations: Living Aligned with God’s Will”

Key Truth: Faith shapes expectations, and expectations reveal faith.
INTRODUCTION
Have your expectations of God changed? Have you discovered something new about God that has caused you to expect more—not out of entitlement, but out of growing faith?
Faith is not meant to be stagnant. Each day we walk with God, we are positioned to know Him more deeply and experience Him more fully than the day before. As our understanding of who God is grows, our expectations should mature as well.

FAITH SHAPES EXPECTATIONS
Genesis 1 reveals a God who brings something out of nothing, light out of darkness, and order out of chaos. These revelations shape our faith and our expectations.
Genesis 1:1–5 teaches that God brings light into dark situations. Darkness does not cancel God’s purpose. Faith expects that even in dark seasons, there is light ahead.

GOD BRINGS ORDER WITHOUT ELIMINATING CHAOS
Genesis 1:6–8 shows that God does not destroy chaos—He contains it. The waters were not removed, they were separated. Chaos does not mean God is absent. Pressure does not mean punishment.
Boundaries are evidence of God’s love. Faith respects God’s limits, trusting that life flourishes where God has set boundaries.

BOUNDARIES BEFORE BLESSINGS
Before land appeared, before vegetation grew, before life multiplied—God set boundaries. Structure came before fruitfulness.
Faith learns patience. If God is separating, it is because something is coming that needs room. Boundaries may be God preserving you for what is ahead.
FAITH IN THE MIDDLE
God works between the waters. He does not wait for chaos to disappear. Faith expects God to move even while chaos is present.
Pressure may be shaping your future. Chaos has limits, and God is already working.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. How have your expectations of God changed?
2. What dark season have you experienced where God later revealed His?
3. How does knowing God can contain chaos strengthen your faith?
4. Are there boundaries in your life that you have resisted? How might those boundaries actually be God’s protection?
5. Are you trusting God in the middle?
6. In what areas might God be forming structure before allowing fruitfulness?

KEY SCRIPTURES
Genesis 1:1–8
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