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“Expectations: Living Aligned with God’s Will”

Study Focus
Living in alignment with God’s will begins with understanding God’s expectations and examining our expectations of God. Expectations shape how we respond, how we trust, and how we obey. Alignment requires agreement with God’s revealed character and a willingness to grow as He reveals more of Himself.
As our understanding of God grows, our expectations should grow as well. Expectations are developed through relationship and understanding of character.

Reflection Questions:
• How would you describe your current expectations of God?
• Have your expectations changed since beginning this study? Why or why not?
• What have you recently discovered about God that challenges you to expect more?
God’s Character Revealed Through Creation (Genesis 1:1–19)
Genesis chapter 1 is not only a creation account, but a revelation of God’s nature. In the first four days, God proves He is Creator, Sovereign, and Visionary. God speaks with authority and brings form, order, and purpose out of chaos.

God does not destroy chaos; He organizes it. Darkness is separated from light, waters are divided, and land appears. Chaos does not disappear when God shows up—it gets contained.

Reflection Questions:
• Where do you see God bringing order to chaos in your life?
• How does God’s sovereignty shape the way you trust Him?
Growing Expectations in Relationship with God
As creation unfolds, God’s expectations increase. Those in relationship with God experience growing expectations because they are continually reminded of God’s potential. Each day of creation is evidence of what God can do and an invitation to trust Him beyond our understanding.

Reflection Questions:
• How have your expectations of God grown through your relationship with Him?
• Where is God calling you to trust Him with something you do not yet understand?
• What evidence of God’s faithfulness strengthens your confidence today?
Fruitfulness as a Divine Expectation (Genesis 1:20–23)
God declares fruitfulness as a divine expectation. What God creates is expected to create more. Growth, multiplication, and continuation are built into God’s design. Fruitfulness is a sign of alignment with God’s will, not merely productivity.

Reflection Questions:
• What does fruitfulness look like in your spiritual life right now?
• In what ways is God calling you to grow, multiply, or reproduce spiritually?
• How does fruitfulness reflect alignment with God’s expectations?
Creation’s Response Versus Our Response
Throughout Genesis, a clear pattern emerges: God speaks, creation responds, and God approves. Creation does not debate God’s command because it understands His authority. Creation does not confuse command with suggestion or obedience with loss.

Reflection Questions:
• Where do you tend to debate God instead of responding in obedience?
• What fears cause hesitation when God speaks?
• How does understanding God’s authority change your response?
When God Commands Giving
God commands worship, respect, and giving. Creation models obedience by giving without hesitation. The earth gives seed, trees give fruit, oceans give life, and seasons give rhythm. Creation gives because it knows God is the source.

Reflection Questions:
• Which areas of obedience do you find easiest to debate?
• What beliefs cause you to rely on control instead of trust?
• How does creation challenge your understanding of provision?
Scripture References
Genesis 1:1–23
Psalm 33:6–9
Isaiah 55:10–11
Hebrews 11:1–3
John 1:1–3
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