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Bible Study: Is It Your Aim to Draw Closer to Jesus?
The intent behind every decision a Christian makes must be singular: to draw closer to Jesus. Drawing near to God is not a side benefit of Christianity—it is the end goal. If our lives, habits, and choices are not moving us closer to Christ, we must honestly examine why we call ourselves Christians.

Why do we come to church? Why do we serve in ministry, sing in the choir, or memorize Scripture? If these practices are not aimed at deepening our relationship with Jesus, we risk being active in religion while distant in relationship.
Reflection Questions
1. What do you believe is the primary purpose of your Christian life?
2. What motivates your participation in church or ministry?
3. Are your daily decisions intentionally drawing you closer to Jesus?
Knowing Christ, Not Just Serving Him
The Apostle Paul expressed the heart of authentic faith when he declared his desire to know Christ. His life was not driven by fame, comfort, or recognition, but by intimacy with Jesus and dependence on God. Paul’s obedience flowed from relationship, not obligation. He wanted to be a Christian not just in name, but in heart.

This challenges us to consider whether we are comfortable leaning fully on God or whether we prefer control over dependence.
Reflection Questions
1. What does it mean to truly know Christ?
2. In what areas of your life do you resist dependence on God?
3. Are your sacrifices motivated by love for Jesus or external pressure?
Lent: Returning the Heart
Lent is not about religious performance; it is about spiritual alignment. It is not required for salvation and is not meant to impress God. Lent invites us to slow down, examine our hearts, and return fully to Him.

God’s call through the prophet Joel reminds us that repentance must be internal, not performative. Slowing down creates space for reflection, repentance, and realignment with God’s will.
Reflection Questions
1. Do you approach Lent as discipline or relationship?
2. What distractions may be hindering your closeness to God?
3. How can slowing down help realign your heart with God?
Examining the Faith
Paul urges believers to examine themselves to see whether they are truly in the faith. This examination is not about church attendance or ministry involvement, but about transformation. An aligned life gives evidence that Jesus dwells within.

True faith produces a renewed mind, surrendered allegiance, and Christ-shaped decisions. Walking in faith is not situational obedience but remaining in Christ.
Reflection Questions
1. What evidence of transformation do you see in your life?
2. Is Jesus shaping your decisions, responses, and priorities?
3. Are you attached to a religious community or truly submitted to Christ?
The Cross Before the Empty Tomb
Lent calls us to sit with the cross before celebrating the resurrection. It is not about punishment, but participation. We give our hearts to the One who gave His life. Before rejoicing in the empty tomb, we pause to honor the sacrifice of the cross and allow it to transform us.
Scripture References
Philippians 3:10–11
Joel 2:12–14
2 Corinthians 13:5
Psalm 27:14
Psalm 40:1
Isaiah 40:31
Acts 1:4
Romans 12:1–2
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