[image: A logo with a cross and a dove

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Bishop Dwayne C. Debnam, Pastor

Bible Study Sheet
February 4, 2026

“Expectations: Living Aligned with God’s Will”
[bookmark: X9136c21a7c1f1b90cf876cc2d23cdcb922019ab]
Introduction: Examining Our Expectations of God
Expectations are not static—they grow as our faith grows. As we journey with God, revelation reshapes what we believe God can do and who God is. 
Faith and expectations are deeply connected. What we believe about God informs what we anticipate from God. As God reveals Himself more fully, our expectations should expand accordingly.
Reflection Questions: - How have your expectations of God changed over the past week? - What have you learned about God recently that has stretched your faith? - Are your expectations rooted more in past experiences or present revelation?
[bookmark: god-brings-light-to-darkness-genesis-115]God Brings Light to Darkness (Genesis 1:1–5)
In the opening verses of Genesis, God speaks light into existence. Light is not the result of improved circumstances—it is the direct result of God’s word. Darkness does not intimidate God, nor does it delay Him. When God speaks, light appears.
This teaches us that seasons of darkness are not indicators of God’s absence. Faith declares that even in confusion, grief, or uncertainty, God is still able to bring clarity, hope, and direction.
Reflection Questions: - Where do you currently feel surrounded by darkness or uncertainty? What would it look like to trust God for light before circumstances change?
[bookmark: god-brings-order-to-chaos-genesis-168]God Brings Order to Chaos (Genesis 1:6–8)
God does not eliminate chaos—He organizes it. The waters are separated, boundaries are established, and structure is introduced. Chaos does not disappear when God shows up; it becomes contained.
This reveals a God who works patiently and purposefully. God’s presence does not always remove disorder instantly, but it does prevent chaos from having the final word.
Reflection Questions: - What areas of your life feel chaotic right now? Can you trust God to bring order even when chaos still exists?
[bookmark: god-is-still-building-you-genesis-1913]God Is Still Building You (Genesis 1:9–13)
Before seed is planted, God prepares the ground. Growth is intentional and progressive. God does not rush development, and neither should we.
This reminds us that we are works in progress. Delay is not failure. Faith trusts that God is doing something beneath the surface that will be revealed in time.
Reflection Questions: - In what ways are you tempted to rush your own growth? What expectations do you need to release while God continues His work?
[bookmark: X1cfac1c55978da1669dae493dcbadc77edbc19c]God Reveals Himself as Supreme and Intentional (Genesis 1:14–19)
In creating the sun, moon, and stars, God reveals His sovereignty. Everything has purpose, assignment, and order under God’s authority.
God is intentional about what He creates and what He sustains. This revelation informs our faith by reminding us that nothing in God’s plan is random.
Reflection Questions: How does God’s intentionality challenge how you view your own purpose? - What expectations should shift when you remember God is supreme?
[bookmark: informed-faith-shapes-expectations]Informed Faith Shapes Expectations
“Faith shapes expectations, and expectations reveal faith.” As God reveals Himself day by day, our faith is informed and strengthened. Informed faith is not blind—it wrestles, questions, and still chooses trust.
Doubt does not destroy faith; it can deepen it. An informed faith trusts God’s character even when answers are incomplete.
Reflection Questions: - What has God revealed to you recently that has informed your faith? - What questions or doubts are you currently wrestling with? - How might God be using that wrestling to mature your faith?
[bookmark: living-with-informed-expectations]Living with Informed Expectations
An informed faith leads to informed expectations. We expect God to be faithful to His character, to fulfill His promises in His timing, and to complete the work He has begun. We also expect God to require obedience, transformation, and growth from us.
Reflection Questions: - What expectations of God need to be realigned with His character? - How is God calling you to deeper obedience and trust? - Where do you need to hope—not in circumstances—but in God’s faithfulness?

[bookmark: scripture-references]Scripture References
· Genesis 1:1–19
· Lamentations 3:22–23
· Philippians 1:6
· Romans 8:28
· Hebrews 11:1
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