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Drawing Closer to Jesus Through Humility
I. WHAT IS YOUR REAL END GOAL?
Is it to grow and give God your heart — or is it to enjoy the benefits? God wants your heart… not just your requests.
Drawing close to God must be the end goal of every Christian. If your aim is not to draw closer to Jesus, we must honestly ask: What are we really pursuing?
The prophet Joel declares: “Return to me with all your heart…” The Lenten season calls us back to alignment — back to surrender — back to God.
Reflection Questions:
1. Have I been more focused on what I receive from God than what I surrender to God?
2. In what ways is God calling me to return to Him with my whole heart?

II. HUMILITY: ACCURATE SELF-PLACEMENT
“Clothe yourselves with humility…”
Humility is accurate self-placement.
Humility is not:
· Thinking you’re worthless
· Pretending you have no gifts
· Shrinking in rooms where you belong
False humility says, “I’m nothing.” Biblical humility says, “Without God, I am nothing.”
Humility is dependence: “Apart from Me you can do nothing.”
Humility is teachability.
A humble person can be corrected.
A proud person must be defended.
Humility means:
· My plans are not ultimate.
· My preferences are not sovereign.
· My life is not my own.
We live in a culture that teaches us we control the narrative. But Scripture reminds us that our lives belong to God.
Reflection Questions:
1. Do I resist correction, or do I receive it?
2. Where have I mistaken low self-esteem for humility?
3. What would accurate self-placement look like in my daily decisions?

III. PRIDE: THE QUIET OPPOSITION TO GOD
“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”  Pride does not just disappoint God — it positions us against Him.

You can be gifted and still opposed. Successful and still opposed. Religious and still opposed.
Pride is competitive. It is self-exaltation. Humility dethrones self.
Pride cannot submit because pride cannot bow. Sometimes pride doesn’t shout “No.” Sometimes it quietly says, “Not that.”
Reflection Questions:
1. Where might I be telling God “Not that”?
2. What is hardest for me to surrender?
3. Have I broken allegiance even while keeping commandments?

IV. CLOTHE YOURSELF WITH HUMILITY
Peter says, “Clothe yourselves with humility.” In the Greek, this carries the idea of tying on the apron of a servant.
You don’t drift into humility — you put it on.
Humility is relational before it is vertical. You cannot claim humility before God while being harsh with people.
Grace runs to the lowest heart. Humility attracts divine assistance. Pride repels it.
To humble yourself under God’s mighty hand means:
· Accept His timing
· Accept His pruning
· Accept His leadership
· Accept His authority
Humility is not humiliation — it is delayed exaltation. You don’t exalt yourself. God lifts. God raises. God restores. But on His timeline. You either humble yourself… or life will humble you.
Reflection Questions:
1. Am I resisting God’s timing?
2. Where is God asking me to trust His hand?
3. What would voluntary submission to God’s sovereignty look like for me this week?

Scripture References
· 
· Joel 2:12
· 1 Peter 5:5–6
· John 15:5
· James 4:8–10
· Proverbs 16:18
· Mark 10:17–22
· 
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