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What’s It All About
THE AIM OF LENT: KNOWING JESUS BETTER
The Lenten season is about getting to know Jesus better. We fast. We pray. We slow down — to know Him better. Having a heart for God and living with humility are necessary spiritual postures if we are going to draw closer to God’s will and God’s design for our lives. Obedience is also one.
Obedience is a spiritual posture we must embody if we are going to be fruitful Christians.
Reflection Questions: 
1) Is my Lenten journey focused on knowing Jesus — or just receiving benefits? 
2) In what ways have I grown in heart and humility this season?

WHAT IS OBEDIENCE?
Is obedience just doing what you’re told? Is it doing some of what you’re told?
Obedience is the evidence of spiritual maturity.
In John 14:15, Jesus says: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”
If you love Me — value what I say enough to do it. Value My Word enough to make it the standard for your life.
Obedience is not natural. Obedience is learned, practiced, and tested. Even Jesus learned obedience through suffering.
Obedience is humility in motion. Humility is internal surrender. Obedience is surrender lived out.
Reflection Questions: 
1) Do I value God’s Word enough to make it my standard? 
2) Where is pride preventing full obedience? 
3) What has suffering taught me about obedience?

ABRAHAM: OBEDIENCE WITHOUT FULL EXPLANATION
Abraham demonstrates obedience without full explanation. God says, “Go, and I will show you.”
There are moments when we must trust God without knowing exactly what He is doing. Sometimes obedience is responding to a familiar voice that offers only partial information. We trust the familiar voice.
Abraham’s obedience grew by being obedient. His spiritual posture strengthened because he did what he was asked to do — without knowing all the details.
Obedience comes by both desire and work. Many have desire but not discipline. Abraham had both. He became the father of faith because he believed the promises.
Reflection Questions: 
1) Can I obey God without full explanation? 
2) Do I trust God’s voice when I do not have all the details? 
3) Do I have both desire and discipline in my obedience?

DO YOU BELIEVE THE PROMISES?
Abraham trusted God on a promise. God still makes promises: - “Do not fear, for I am with you…” (Isaiah 41:10) - “My God will meet all your needs…” (Philippians 4:19) - “Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength…” (Isaiah 40:31) 
Dr. Gardner C. Taylor taught that obedience to God sometimes isolates you before it elevates you. Many are afraid to walk ahead of the crowd. Abraham led — he did not follow.
The fruit comes after the sacrifice, after uncertainty, after the “yes.”
Reflection Questions: 
1) Do I truly believe God’s promises? 
2) Am I willing to be isolated before elevated? 
3) What sacrifice is God asking of me right now?


THE FRUIT OF OBEDIENCE
The fruit of obedience comes after you have said yes, after you have walked in faith, and after you have trusted God in uncertainty.
Obedience deepens closeness. You don’t obey to earn love. You obey because you love — and obedience strengthens relationship.
Scripture References: 

Philippians 3:10–11 
John 14:15 
Hebrews 5:7–10 
Mark 10:17–22 
Genesis 12:1–4 
Hebrews 11:8 
Isaiah 41:10 
Matthew 28:20 
Philippians 4:19 
Proverbs 3:5–6 
Isaiah 40:31 
1 Peter 5:6 
Genesis 22:16–18
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