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WHAT’S YOUR END GOAL?
1. The End Goal of the Christian Life
Drawing close to God must be the end goal of every Christian. Our aim has to be larger than singing the solo, receiving a title, or even using our gifts. God wants your heart—not just your hand in praise. If your aim is not to draw closer to Jesus, then what is truly driving your Christian walk?
· Reflection Questions:
• What is the true end goal of your relationship with Christ?
• Are you more focused on what you do for God or who you are becoming in God?
• In what ways might your goals need realignment?
2. Rend Your Heart: The Call to Inward Surrender
Through the prophet Joel, God declares, “Rend your heart and not your garments.” In Joel’s day, people displayed outward repentance by tearing their clothes. But God was not interested in torn fabric—He wanted torn pride, torn resistance, torn idols. Lent is not about outward demonstration; it is about inward surrender. Inward surrender is the yielding of your will, control, and self-direction to God—even when you do not fully understand.
· Reflection Questions:
• What might God be asking you to tear away internally?
• Are there areas of pride or resistance you are guarding?
• What would true inward surrender look like in this season?
3. Where Your Treasure Is
Jesus teaches in Matthew 6:21, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Devotion is sustained, intentional allegiance expressed through love, loyalty, and obedience. Devotion is not a mood or a worship moment—it is what you consistently give yourself to. You do not drift toward God; you drift toward what you treasure.
Biblical devotion includes affection (love for God), priority (putting Him first), obedience (aligning your life), and consistency (faithfulness beyond occasions). Where your time, money, emotional energy, and thoughts go—that reveals your treasure.

· Reflection Questions:
• What patterns in your life reveal what you truly treasure?
• Do your daily decisions reflect devotion or convenience?
• What changes would better align your treasure with Christ?
4. Signs the Heart Is Not Fully with God
Sometimes the condition of our heart is revealed subtly. You may give God leftovers—leftover time, energy, or resources. You may negotiate obedience or feel more excited about success than surrender. When worship feels optional, the heart may be drifting.
· Reflection Questions:
• Are you giving God your best or your leftovers?
• Where have you been negotiating obedience?
• Has success become more exciting than surrender?
5. The Rich Young Ruler: A Lesson in Ownership
In Mark 10:17–22, the rich young ruler kept the commandments but resisted surrender. When Jesus challenged him to release his wealth, he walked away saddened because his treasure owned his heart. You can be religious and still be resisting. You can ask the right question and still reject the right answer.
Surrender is not about giving up everything; it is about releasing the one thing that owns you. Ownership is not about what you possess—it is about what possesses you. If you cannot walk away from it, if it dictates your peace or determines your obedience, it owns you.
· Reflection Questions:
• What is the one thing that would be hardest for you to surrender?
• Does anything dictate your peace more than Christ?
• What step of surrender is God inviting you to take?

Scripture References
· Joel 2:12–14
· Matthew 6:21
· Mark 10:17–22
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