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Living Under the Influence of God
· The church, in order to make ultimate impact, must not shy away from functioning under the influence of God. 

· The church birthed on the Day of Pentecost understood that its assignment was to move from private encounter to public witness, from spiritual experience to missional responsibility, and from being gathered together to being sent into the world. 

· They were not filled just to feel something. They were not gathered simply to enjoy one another. They were empowered to become witnesses for Jesus Christ in the world.

The Identity of a Spirit-Filled Church
Acts 2 reveals the visible impact of believers who were living under the influence of the Spirit of God. 
The early church devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, prayer, generosity, worship, 
and serving one another. Their faith was not hidden inside the walls of worship but demonstrated in the 
community through service, missions, engagement, mercy, justice, education, care, and hope.

Pentecost reminds us that the Holy Spirit did not come merely to give the church an experience; the Spirit came to give the church an identity. The church’s identity is not found in a building, program, denomination, or tradition. The church’s identity is found in being a people filled by the Spirit, shaped by the Word, united in fellowship, committed to prayer, and sent to bear witness to Jesus Christ.

Reflection Question: In what ways can believers reflect the Spirit through service and community engagement?

Reflection Question: How does the church demonstrate its identity beyond Sunday worship?


Evidence of Living Under God’s Influence
The evidence of Pentecost was not only tongues of fire in the room but transformed lives in the community. 

· The believers learned together, prayed together, worshiped together, ate together, and gave together. 
Acts 2 teaches that when the Spirit rests on the people, the church becomes more than a gathering — it becomes a living witness of God’s power in the world.

· The Spirit did not fall so the church could simply have a moment; the Spirit fell so the church could become a movement. A movement occurs when conviction becomes action, vision becomes visible, and ordinary people commit themselves to an extraordinary cause. 

· The Spirit transformed belief into boldness, agreement into assignment, and conviction into visible action.

Reflection Question: How can your faith move from private belief to public witness?

Reflection Question: What evidence of spiritual transformation is visible in your daily life?

A Challenge for the Church Today
Acts 2 challenges every believer to examine what commitments flow from life in Christ. 
· Do we live under the influence of the Spirit? 
· Are we committed to the ways of Christ? 
· Are we faithful to the plans and purposes of God? 
· What distinguishes believers from those who do not know Christ must be more than what happens on Sunday morning. Our faith must become visible through the way we serve, care, engage, and witness in the world.

Before Pentecost, the disciples had information, but after Pentecost transformation occurred. Peter, who once denied Jesus in fear, now boldly proclaimed Christ publicly. Conviction stopped being hidden and became visible. 

The disciples no longer protected themselves from the culture; they confronted the culture with the Gospel. The same challenge remains for the church in 2026 — to live boldly, faithfully, and publicly under the influence of God.

Reflection Question: How is God calling you to boldly represent Christ in today’s culture?

Reflection Question: What commitments define your life as a follower of Christ?

Scripture References
Acts 2:1–47
Matthew 28:19–20
Luke 24:49
Acts 1:8
Romans 12:1–2
Galatians 5:22–25
2 Corinthians 5:17–20
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